
















The Vineyard,  p. 9, February 2009

The search for the 10th Bishop of Georgia is going well, albeit about 2
weeks behind our original schedule.  Our guiding statement is
“Discerning the One Mind for One Mission.” Nominations required a
postmark of January 15.  After we have reviewed the nominations, the
committee will conduct telephone interviews followed by interviews in
person.  The search committee received professional training on how to
do an effective interview in January.

I invite you to view the Diocesan Profile Statement, a snapshot of our
diocese at the Web site <http://www.georgiabishopsearch.org>. In the
words of the statement, it “attempts to articulate how we see and
understand ourselves, the challenges before us, our aspirations for the
decade to come and the qualities we seek in our new bishop.”

Stephani Carroll narrated the Epiphany Pageant with five angels, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, a shepherd, a bee, a lion, a
puppy, a calf, and three kings. The cast included Ellie Grace Teegardin, Caroline Prine, Andrew Diamond, Alexandra
Peeples, Pierce Baker, Noah Carroll, John David Greneker, Alden Myddleton, Olivia Nunn, Brooklyn Prine, George
Tidmore, Josie Tidmore, Sally Baker, Hayden Coggins, Owen Coggins, and Thomas Myddleton.

Epiphany at Christ Church, January 6, 2009

Bishop Search Information Online
by Walter Hobgood



Dr. Joseph Tomberlin at
the cornerstone

LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONE
CHRIST CHURCH

VALDOSTA, GEORGIA
September 10, 1948

Cornerstone laid September 10, 1948 at 10
AM., Rev. Clifton White, Vicar- by Mr.
Arthur W. Goodin, Treasurer, acting as
Bishop’s Deputy

Responsive Reading:
1. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honor and power.
2. For thou has created all things, and for
thy pleasure they are, and were created.
3. Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
power be unto him that sitteth upon the
throne.
4. And unto the lamb for ever and ever.
5. Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them.
6. And they shall be his people, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their
God.
V: Let us pray.  Lord, have mercy upon us.
All: Christ, have mercy upon us.
V: Lord, have mercy upon us.
All: Our Father. . .etc. (THE LORD’S
PRAYER)
V: Praise ye the Lord.
All: The Lord’s Name be praised.
V: Beloved, we are assembled to found a
house which is to be set apart to the hon-
our and service of Almighty God, in the
Name of Christ our Lord. Harken, there-
fore, and consider what our Saviour Christ
saith of Himself: I am the Way, the Truth,
and the Life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.
I am the Vine, ye are the branches: he that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit.
All: I believe. . .etc. (APOSTLES’ CREED)

V: The Lord be with you.
All: And with thy spirit.
V: Let us pray. (After this prayer all respond
Amen.)
Here shall the Bishop or his Deputy name the
articles to be deposited within the stone. The
articles then within it, the Bishop or Deputy
assisted by the Vestrymen of the Church and
the builders shall lay the stone in its place.
The Bishop or Deputy shall, striking the stone
thrice with a trowel, say:
B: Except the Lord build the house their
labour is but lost that build it.
All: Our help is in the Name of the Lord who
hath made heaven and earth.
B:Blessed be the Name of the Lord, from this
time forth forevermore. I lay the Cornerstone
of a building to be named Christ Church and
to be devoted to the service of Almighty God
in Accordance with the doctrine, discipline,
and worship of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States of America, that
here true faith with the fear of God and broth-
erly love may forever flourish and abound:
and that this place may be a House of Prayer
for all time to come.  Other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.
V: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.
All: Amen.
V: Let thy merciful kindness, O Lord, be upon us.
All: Like as we do put our trust in thee.
V: Let us pray: (Here shall prayers be offered,
to each of which as to the Blessing following,
all shall respond Amen.)
The Blessing: Unto God’s gracious mercy and
protection we commit you. The Lord bless
you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to
shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
and give you peace both now and evermore.
Amen.

Articles placed within 
the stone:

1. A copy of the Holy Bible
2. A copy of the Book of Common

Prayer
3. A summary of the history of

this Church in four parts:
a. From 1885 to 1947
b. From 1947 to September

10, 1948
c. History of the building

campaign
d. A historical list of the

officials who worked in
the building campaign

4. A photograph of the service of
groundbreaking held earlier
that summer

5. A program of the groundbreak-
ing ceremonies

6. Certain coins which were
deposited within the stone in
1885.

During construction of the
Church, these services were held
in the auditorium of the Georgia
State Womans College:
8 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Low)
9:45 a.m.  Church School
11 a.m.     Choral Service and

Sermon
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60th Anniversary of  the Dedication of  Christ Church 
at 1521 North Patterson Street, Valdosta, Georgia

by Dr. Joseph Tomberlin

While reading the Christ Church archival material, Dr. Joseph
Tomberlin, member of Christ Church since 1971 and former
Professor of History at Valdosta State University, discovered that

the cornerstone of our church was laid 60 years ago. The stone is the same
one that had been in the former home of the church on Central Avenue. The
stone was turned around, carved on the opposite side and used for our
building. The service for the occasion is re-typed below. The articles
deposited in the stone as a historical record are also listed below. The entire
year from Sept. 2008 - Sept. 2009 is our 60th anniversary year. The first
service was held in the new building on Feb. 20, 1949. The stone is located at
the northwest corner of the property at College Ave. and Patterson St.
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The Church
Bookshelf  

by Patricia Marks

The Work of Prayer 
(Sophia Institute Press, 2005)
By James Huntington, OHC

This slender volume, written by the founder of the
Order of the Holy Cross, a Benedictine monastic
community, is  subtitled “A Manual for those Who
Would Pray Well.”  Its pages open the door to a
prayerful Lent and the resurrection path beyond. But
like prayer itself, the book may change our
perspective. As creatures who inhabit two worlds at
once—the physical and the spiritual—we should
pray as naturally as we breathe. Yet to do so, says
Huntington, we need to recognize prayer as a gift,
moving us to desire whatever God has in store. So

rather than bending God to our
will, prayer is a way of discerning
the impulses that God has planted
in us.

Reading Huntington is like
sitting down with a soul friend
who gently urges us to welcome
the Holy Spirit into our busy lives.
He reminds us of “acted prayer,”
doing our daily work well so as to
please God. And he acknowledges
that prayer is not always easy. “Be
prepared for difficulties,” he says
quietly. But his suggestions for daily prayer are
simple and effective. To pray on awakening

I praise my God this day;
I give myself to God this day;
I ask God to help me this day.

is to begin the day with a reminder of whose we are.

Special Days Remembered in February

BIRTHDAYS  

2 David Carter, Jr.

Haylee Johnson

3 Dori Carter

4 Marcia Hummel

Jane Peeples

6 Bonnie Hanson

7 Ed Berckman

Owen Coggins

Greg Prine

Fred Quinn

8 Kristeena Parsons

9 Andy Drazdowski

12 Kayley Carter

Ed Powell

14 Patrick Teasley

16 Lucille Sineath

Emily White

17 Trent Marshall

18 Kip Nunn

19 Cheryl Hatcher

Matilda Stubbs

20 Dick Campbell

Mary Lou McRae

21 Cliff Baker

Keven Davis

Mike Holland

Amy Terrell

22 Dottie Pitts

23 Dean Failor

Martha Leake

24 Barbara Jane Rigby

27 Tammy Borders

BAPTISMAL 
ANNIVERSARIES

1 Julia Ariail

Brandi Parsons

Randi Parsons 

8 Christopher Cody

13 Jack Fitzsimons

20 Caty Carter

Mary Peeples

21 Christopher Hanson

Claire Hanson

Joshua Hanson

23 Sarah Parrish

25 Emory Warrick, III

26 Patrick Teasley

WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES

4 Dean & Kathy Failor

15 Tommy & Frances 

Hatcher

Steven & Maria Taylor

If your special day is not
included in our calendar,
please call the church office at
242-5115 to let us know.

Deacon Patricia
Marks
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Join us for Regular Services
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Second Saturday of  each month: 6:00 p.m.  Holy Communion  

he was stationed as teaching
both boys and girls in
separate classrooms of 25 to
30 students and usually at
different times of the day.

He encouraged Christ
Church to continue the
project sending the supplies
to someone he selected to
continue the work when he
was transferred.

First Sgt. Price suggested
the following items as being
most needed and appreciated:

▪ pencils
▪ paper - ruled or plain 
▪ spiral bound notebooks
▪ pocket folders
▪ pencil sharpeners
▪ colored pencils
▪ crayons
▪ markers
▪ chalk
Katherine Mayer will continue

to collect supplies in the Christ

Church Parish Hall and ship them
when it is appropriate. Thank you to
everyone who helped make this
project such a success.

U. S. Army 1st Sergeant 
Thanks Christ Church

First Sergeant Thomas Price visited
Christ Episcopal Church, Sunday,
January 11 with his family to present
certificates of appreciation to Christ
Church and to his aunt Kathy Mayer
who organized the Iraqi Children’s
Fund Pencil & Paper Project.

“What you did really made a
difference,” said 1st Sgt. Price. “We got
to go into the community with the Iraqi
police taking your gifts to places we
would not ordinarily have been
welcome.” He described the 18 schools
in the southern part of Baghdad where

Penc il
& Paper
Project

Iraqi Children’s Fund

Wife Nancy, son Colby, granddaughter Autumn,
daughter Courtney, aunt Kathy Mayer and 1st Sgt. Tom
Price (left to right). The Prices have another daughter,
Caitlin, who was not with them when they visited.

http://www.christchurchvaldosta.org

