C h r i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h - Va l d o s t a , G e o r g i a
September 2012

Interim Rector Called to Christ Church

Mark Your Calendar
September 3
Labor Day
Office Closed

September 4

Preschool begins
in Gabard Building

September 9

The Rev. Canon
Joye Cantrell’s
First Sunday;
Reception at 10:30
in the Parish Hall

September 10

Parents’ Morning Out
scheduled to begin
in Gabard Building
Fall Gathering
at Honey Creek
for 6th - 12th graders

September 14 - 16

DOK Meeting
10:40 a.m. Church Office

September 16

5:30 Vestry Meeting

September 17

10:00 a.m. Service with
Bishop Benhase

September 23

www.christchurch
valdosta.org

The Rev. Canon Laura “Joye” Q. Cantrell has
accepted the vestry’s call to become our interim
rector, effective Sept. 9. She comes to us from
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in Columbia, SC where
she served on the Cathedral staff from February
2006 until July 1 of this year.
Ordained to the sacred priesthood in January,
1993, Canon Cantrell has served churches in
Stafford, NY; Abbeville, SC; Greenville, SC; and
Clinton, SC. Before joining the staff at Trinity
Cathedral, she was rector of All Saints’ Church in
Clinton from January 2000 to February 2006.
At Trinity Cathedral, Canon Cantrell provided
outreach and service, pastoral care, preaching and
teaching.
“I helped lead a vibrant congregation of over 4000 by leading worship, performing
Eucharist, preaching, teaching and providing counsel and pastoral care,” she said. “I
was in charge of outreach and adult education and have successfully administered
extensive budgets, increased participation and developed new initiatives ranging from
building a school in Haiti, founding an outreach mission fair, partnering with schools
and leading innovative seminars on topics such as immigration.”
She considers worship to be a central tenet of our faith which holds communities
together and defines the church. “I am committed to creating an inclusive and
welcoming worship experience of preaching, music and sacrament that reflects the
values and traditions of the congregation, the community and the Episcopal Church.
“Each service is well planned, executed with great care and carefully evaluated
when finished. By worship and parish hospitality, I hope to enable Christians to live
life in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ and to take that love of Christ into the
world.”
Canon Cantrell received her bachelor’s degree in history and political science from
Converse (SC) College in 1971, the master of library science from the University of
South Carolina in 1973 and the master of divinity from Bexley Hall, Columbus, Ohio in
1992.
Earlier this year, she completed coursework in interim ministry.
Canon Cantrell plans to arrive Labor Day week. She will live in the rectory.
Steve Roberts, Senior Warden

The

Vineyard

The Vineyard On the Web

The Vineyard is posted to the Christ
Church Web site in color at <www.
christchurchvaldosta.org>. Look in the
“Publications” area to see this newsletter.

The Vineyard Deadline

The newsletter deadline is the 15th of the
month prior to publication. Send information to <juliacariail@bellsouth.net>.

Christ Episcopal Church

The Rt. Rev. Scott A. Benhase,
Bishop of Georgia
The Rev. Joye Cantrell, Interim Rector
The Rev. Tar Drazdowski, Assistant Rector
The Rev. Jim Elliott, Assisting Priest
The Rev. Deacon Stella Clark
The Rev. Deacon Patricia Marks
Kim Dudley, Parish Administrator
Stefani Carroll, Youth Director
Amy Creasy, Bookkeeper
Sue Ellen Rumstay, Organist
Kathy Armstrong, St. Gregory Choir Dir.
Maggie Roberts, St. Francis Choir Leader
Julia and Julius Ariail, Newsletter Editors

Vestry Members

Julia Ariail -’12
Clinton Beeland -’13
Stefani Carroll -’13
Robin Coleman -’14
Susan Elliott -’12
Sparky Greneker -’13
Jeff Hanson -’14
Will Hanson -’12

Phyllis Hiers -’14
Aaron Parten -’12
Steve Roberts -’13
Sandy Sandbach -’14
Jeani Synyard -’14
Joe Tomberlin -’12
Lucy Tomberlin -’13

Telephone Numbers

Church Office
The Rev. Cantrell
The Rev. Drazdowski
The Rev. Elliott
The Rev. Dcn. Clark
The Rev. Dcn. Marks
Kim Dudley

242-5115
242-5115
249-0895
242-3333
559-6159
244-5159
242-5115
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Vestry Report from July 16, 2012

• Discussed the cost of furniture
for the Gabard Christian
Education Building and agreed
to publish a booklet with photos
and costs to encourage
donations from parishioners.

• Announced the schedule for
interviews with the remaining
two candidates for interim rector
and encouraged all who can to
attend the open question session
at 4 p.m. July 17 and July 24. We
will email the parish to let them
know they are welcome to
attend the sessions.
• Thanked Fr. Peter Ingeman for
his 12 years of guidance and
leadership and gave him a
standing ovation.
• Reported on the experience as
an alternate deputy at the
General Convention and the
agreement to restructure the
church governance.

• Discussed the upcoming college
ministry, EYC and Sunday
School Kick-off. This year’s
curriculum is “Building God’s
Kingdom” and is online for the
Sunday School teachers to access
easily.
• Reported on the many Christ
Church volunteers who helped
Deacon Marks with a project for
the Haven.

Steve Roberts
2012 Senior Warden

Aaron Parten
2012 Junior Warden

• Discussed the evaluation of the first
interim candidate.

• Confirmed the July 28 celebration of
ministry for Fr. Peter and Happy at
the Turner Center for the Arts from 6
to 8 p.m. and the naming of the
multipurpose room in the Gabard
Building in honor of the Ingemans.
• Reminded the group of Bishop
Benhase’s visit on July 29 with
combined services at 10 a.m., the
dedication of the Gabard Building,
and dinner by the Men in Blue
following the dedication.

Vestry Report from
August 5, 2012

• Ranked the candidates and
authorized the Sr. Warden to begin
the process of offering the position.

Vestry Report from
August 14, 2012

• Authorized the Sr. Warden to make a
revised salary offer to an interim
candidate.

Deacon Nancy Sartin Reassigned

Bishop Scott Benhase has assigned The Rev.
Deacon Nancy Sartin to St. James, Quitman,
beginning September 1. Nancy has been a longtime member of Christ Church and was ordained
to the vocational diaconate at Christ Church in
September 2010.

From the Assistant Rector

In looking out the office window, it is so easy to see
and hear the many ways Christ Church is blessed as a
community. Early weekday mornings I can hear and
see parents bringing their children to the Parents
Morning Out Program, and if I stand on the back porch,
I can see parents dropping off their children to our
Preschool Program.
By mid-afternoon there is a cadre of people who are
milling about the church buildings for a reunion group,
or freshening up the altar flowers for someone who
needs a little cheering up, and our altar guild ladies
bringing back altar linens used during last week’s
services. There are frequent visitors in the office who
need this or that or just stop by to have a chat.
Late afternoon, I can see college students coming
home from classes. The activity on our campus slowly
fades toward evening. Around 5:30 on Monday and
Wednesdays people begin arriving for our regularly
scheduled evening activities. The choirs practice on
Monday and Wednesday nights.
Wednesday nights we gather to hear God’s word, for
healing, to share a meal together, and some of the
women gather together for Bible study. On Thursday
mornings, ten or twelve people gather together at 7:00
to celebrate the Holy Eucharist.
On Sunday we have four very different Eucharistic
services at 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.
and Vespers at 6:00 p.m.
If we had a camera that recorded everyone coming
and going, we would find that different people access
Christ Church during different times and for different
purposes. What I see are the saints of God coming and
going, using their different gifts to glorify God. What is
your gift and how do you figure into the ministries of
Christ Church? Each and every Sunday one of our
deacons sends you out into the world to fulfill your
mission. This is what you are all called to do: use the
gifts that God has given us individually so that we may
serve him and glorify his name in all that we say and do.
Saints of God, what does that mean? We are all
called to be the Saints of God. Are we perfect yet? If we
were perfect, it wouldn’t take us very long to figure out
that we didn’t need God. What I see are pilgrims on a
journey trying to do the work Christ has given us to do
in our specific location. I think we are trying to live out

the Gospel from the corner of
Patterson and College Streets.
As we enter into this vast
expanse of change, may you
always remember to pray
the following collect: O God,
the protector of all who trust The Reverend Tar Drazdowski
in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with
you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through
things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
Episcopal Campus Ministry
College Ministry is off to a great start. Frances and
Merrill Guice provided a fabulous meal for our
students at the first official meeting on August 12th.
During that meeting, it was decided the house will be
open on Mondays and Fridays from 11-4, and on
Wednesday from 12 -6. Clinton Anthony will be the
peer minister who is keeping Louttit Hall open.
ECM, our Canterbury Club, meets in Louttit Hall on
Sunday evening starting with a meal provided by the
parish at 5:00 and continues until 7:30ish. All college
students are welcome!
Preschool and PMO
We are excited that our new school year will begin in
the beautiful Gabard Education Building. Our PMO
and Preschool teachers are excited about the new
classrooms and space. The Preschool and PMO held an
open house for parents and students on August 30th
between the hours of 5:30 and 6:30. Preschool classes
will begin on September 4th, the day after Labor Day,
and the PMO is scheduled to begin in the Gabard
Building on the 10th of September. Note there is a delay
in the PMO moving into the new building. Preschool
will use the alley behind the building to drop off and
pick up students. PMO parents will use the front
parking lot to drop off and pick up their children. Drop
off time will be from 8:45 and 9:00; pick up time from
12:00-12:15. Christ Church is currently accepting
application for both these programs.
Tar+
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Senior Warden’s Corner

Address Information for the Ingemans

Elsewhere in this issue of
The Vineyard is information
about our interim rector who
will join us the week after
Labor Day. On another
matter, as we begin moving
Steve Roberts
into our Education Building,
your vestry is taking a hard
look at the financial challenge ahead of us. We will be
taking out the loan on the balance of what is owed after
which the monthly principal and interest payment will
be established. Obviously, the more we can pay on the
principal each month the quicker we can pay off the
loan. We are looking at the pledges made during the
“Strengthen Our Stakes” campaign and will be sending
“gentle reminders” on where each of you stand
regarding your building pledge timetable. The vestry
is pursuing other possible areas which could add
income, and we will hopefully report progress in the
near future. Your suggestions and prayers are needed
and welcome. Peace.
Steve

Fr. Peter and Happy Ingeman have now settled into
their new home in Valdosta, and would like everyone to
have their contact information:
Mailing address - 3128 Huntington Ridge Circle,
Valdosta GA 31602-1396
Telephone number - (229) 245-0799
Email address - hingeman@bellsouth.net
Several people have asked me why Fr. Peter and
Happy are no longer attending Christ Church. The
diocesan rules for parishes in a period of leadership
transition call for the former rector to "absent himself"
from the former parish for a period of two years so that
there is a definite break between one period of
leadership and the start of another. However, it is
certainly fine to maintain our personal contacts with the
Ingemans; since they will be living in Valdosta, I am
sure we will all see them from time to time. They wish
all of us well during the transition ahead.
If you are interested in reading more about the
diocesan transition procedures, they are available on the
new "Transition" page on the church's website, at
<www.christchurchvaldosta.org/?page_id=4395>.
We will be adding more documents to this page as
we work our way together through the process ahead,
so please check back often.
Steve Roberts

Safeguarding God’s Children

Parking and Traffic

Greetings.

All people who work with and around our
children are required to take the class Safeguarding
God’s Children. This program is the way the Diocese
of Georgia makes it known that we feel responsible
for the protection of our most precious resource, God
Children. If you have taken the course, your
certification is good for three years. The course is
now available online at the following website:
<http://episcopaldioceseofgeorgiayouth.org/?page_i
d=351>. Everyone will need to be certified or
recertified by October 1st. The Diocesan office will
maintain the computer files of those who have taken
it. Please notify Tar+ when you have completed the
course for Christ Church records.

The church parking lot in front of the Education
Building is ready for use. Please discontinue using the
Wesleyan College Center parking lot across College
Street as they now need the space we borrowed during
construction. Our re-designed parking lot now has only
one entrance from Patterson Street, and cars can exit
directly from the parking lot or drive around the rear of
Louttit Hall for another exit. There is an island in the
middle of the parking lot to assist traffic moving in one
direction to maximize our parking spaces.
Parishioners needing a ramp entrance can drop off
people beside the entrance to the Gabard Building and
use the sloping walkway into the Parish Hall.
Of course, our existing gravel lot behind the church
on College Street remains available for use.

If you are donating flowers for a particular Sunday at Christ Church, you are welcome to order
the flowers from whatever florist you like. The parish administrator will call you on the Monday
of the week you signed up for. You will contact the florist to decide the size of the arrangement
and make the payment directly to the florist. Thank you for making our church beautiful.
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Canon Frank Logue Speaks at Christ Church on August 12
Canon Logue assists churches in transition in our diocese seeking an interim
rector and ultimately a permanent rector. At the 10:30 Sunday School hour on
August 12, he spoke to interested parishioners about the process. The following is a
summary of the first half of his comments. A more complete summary, including
the question-and-answer period, is available on our new Transitions webpage:
http://www.christchurchvaldosta.org/?page_id=4395

An “interim rector” is the rector of a church in all but name. Interim rectors
have the same rights and responsibilities as rectors.
The task for an interim rector is to “set the stage” for what comes next. The
goal is not to come in and make a lot of changes, but look around and then to
work with the congregation and vestry to name some things that might need
attention as the church moves forward. It is natural for any organization to fall
into some patterns that might need to be looked at, and this is the transitional period to do that. This is to be done in
a gentle and loving way as a preparation for the search process to come. The presence of an interim rector allows for
the search to be done well, because it takes some time and energy for a church to assess where we are now, what are
our strengths, and what are our needs as we move forward.
An example of what can come from a self-assessment is that some churches need a rector who is a strong
administrator. Other churches, because there is a strong administrator already on staff, need someone who is very
active in the community. There are different ways to go about being a rector of a church, and no priest is omnicompetent. You are looking for a mix between the strengths of the church and the strengths of a priest, and how
those can best fit together. The better the self-assessment is performed, the easier it is to find a priest who can best
lead the church in the future. A well-done interim period is very helpful in finding a new rector who will be
successful. If there were no interim period, it is more likely that any priest selected to be the new rector would
not be successful.
In terms of preparing for the search for a new rector, everyone will be involved in filling out opinion surveys
about the church so that when you put together a profile statement about Christ Church, you will be able to see
yourself in it. This should involve a large group of people, including youth voices as well. Preparing for a search is a
time to be aspirational: where is Christ calling us to go? And once we know where Christ is calling us to go, let us
begin to go there now rather than waiting for the end of the search and the new rector to lead us there. The process is
not to find a new rector who will tell us who we are and then lead us in a certain direction, but it is to figure out who
we are now and then begin to move there. Once that movement has started, then we will start the process to call a
priest to be our new rector.
This transition process that Christ Church has begun has not been a surprise, since Fr. Ingeman’s retirement has
been planned for several years. It comes as even less of a surprise for the Holy Spirit in terms of being ready to guide
us in seeing where we are and where we want to go. The transition process should be less about who the new rector
will be, and should be more about what the congregation is now and wants to be in the future. It can be a very
exciting time, and it is my pleasure to be able to work with you during this time. If we take this time as a period for
discernment and prayer, then God can do some amazing things with it. I don’t mean that we will not diligently
attend to the actual business of the transition
and the search process. We will do all of that,
but we will also be open to discover what
God can do in this congregation.

For more from this talk, including the
question-and-answer period, go to our
Transitions webpage here: http://www.
christchurch valdosta.org/?page_id=4395
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Sunday School Begins

The first classes to occupy the new Gabard Education Building began
the Sunday School year on August 12. According to Youth Director Stefani
Carroll, this year’s curriculum comes from the “Building God’s Kingdom”
series and lesson material is online for instructors. This year’s teachers are:
Prek/Kindergarten: Elise Sandbach and Karen May; 1st – 3rd: Ann Kasun
and Stefani Carroll; 4th and 5th: Jacqui Thigpen and Jane Peeples; Middle
School: Susan Elliott, Cathy Hanson and Amber Tanner; and High School:
Molly Stevenson and Mike Tanner. Furniture for some of the classrooms in
the new building has been funded and will be in place by September 1. We
need an additional $24,000 to completely furnish the building. Specifically,
the children’s outdoor play equipment and the education building office
are not yet funded. Please send donations to Christ Episcopal Church and
label the check for new building furnishings.
Thank you for your generosity.

Dr. William Montgomery Gabard

The Gabard Christian Education Building is named for Dr. William
Montgomery Gabard, a beloved member of Christ Episcopal Church from
1948 until his death in 2006. Born August 17, 1922 in Lewisburg, Tennessee,
he graduated from Forrest High School in Chapel Hill, Tennessee, and
received an AB degree from the University of Tennessee, an MA degree
from Northwestern University, and the PhD from Tulane University. From
1948 to 1988, he was a member of the faculty at Valdosta State University,
where he served as professor and head of the history department and as the
founding Director of International Studies. Dr. Gabard held post-doctoral
fellowships in Asian history at the following universities: Chicago,
Columbia, Duke, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Texas-Arlington
Dr. and Mrs. William Gabard
and Osmania, India. A member of numerous scholarly and professional
organizations, he was a founding member of the board of directors of the Southern Center for International Studies
and The Japan-America Society in Georgia. Active in the Georgia Historical Society, he served that organization as its
first non-Savannah president. He was founding president of the Lowndes County Historical Society. He was also
president for 15 years of The Georgia Consortium, Inc. He was a member of SAE Fraternity, Valdosta Country Club,
and the Chatham Club, Savannah. His wife, Lougenia Gillis Gabard, is also a long-time member of Christ Church.
Beyond his accomplishments in the academic world, Dr. Gabard loved children even though he and his wife
never had any children. After his retirement, he often visited the Christ Church Preschool on his morning walk to
visit the children he called his “babies.” The children called him “Grandpa.” He established the “Grandpa Fund” for
the extra things for the children that the church might not be able to afford. Because of his dedication to education,
the Vestry of Christ Church decided that this building, where we hope to educate children and adults in our faith,
should be named for Dr. Gabard.
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Lake Park group feed hungry children

Backpack Ministry Jammin' with Jesus
by Marge McCartney

It's mid-May the school bells are
ringing across South Georgia, the
2011-2012 school year has officially
ended and summer vacation has
officially begun. Translation: the
School Back Program which provides
backpacks filled with food to sustain
otherwise hungry children for the
weekend also is officially over until
school resumes in August. Oddly
enough the hunger is not officially
over. Three women stand in the food
supply trailer and say "Now what,
what can we do?". It was at that
moment the seed of "Jamming with
Jesus" was planted by co-founders;
Stella Clark, Marge McCartney and
Martha Scanlon.
In an ecumenical union of Lake
Park Baptist Church, Lake Park
United Methodist Church and Christ
Episcopal Church of Valdosta the
thought of feeding one child at a time
with a brown bag filled with
nutritious food began to germinate.
The co-founders visited the
Lakeland, Georgia project-Peanut
Butter and Jesus to solicit ideas, seek
guidance and see if what they need
to do in order to initiate a similar
program in Lake Park, Georgia.
Seed monies for the project were
donated by the group and soon word
spread and additional monies were
donated as well as food. People
committed to helping on Saturday
morning.

Our first task was to secure a
membership with South Georgia
Second Harvest which thankfully
Christ Episcopal Church did. That
being done, Dave Clark volunteered
his cabin as an assembly point
complete with tables, running water,
refrigeration and the much need
space for such an undertaking. Next
step the shopping at SG Second
Harvest for food and supplies. Local
merchants provided discounts on
additional items not found at the
Harvest. Children and teenagers
decorated the brown bags with our
logo "
Jamming
with Jesus".
Some even
took the time
to write notes
"Jesus loves
you and so
do I".
Saturday, June 3rd, it's 8:00 AM
five volunteers assemble at Dave's
Cabin nervous, but remembering
what our friends at Lakeland told us
"Don't worry when you think you
can't do it or don't have enough God
will provide." The assembly beginseach bag is filled with PB and J
sandwich, fresh fruit, fruit drink, a
breakfast bar and a treat be it a book
mark or toy.
Bags are ready, cars are filled,
colorful magnetic signs "Jamming
with Jesus" are placed on cars, boom
box that plays Christian music is
working and in place. The air is filled
with nervous energy; we are ready
to go to our three predetermined
sides with 75 bags of food and love.
We knock on doors and reluctantly
the children accept our offering and

we tell them we will return next
Saturday at the same time. Next week
comes same routine, however we
really crank up the music and here
they come running and smiling to
greet us and offer to help identify the
trailers and apartments that have
children. The children seem to be
thinking " No promises broken this
time they came like they said they
would." Bonds are formed, hugs
exchanged and next week there are
more children. The weeks fly by-the
number of sandwiches prepared soars
to 205, number of bags are now at
175. We now have four sites and
anywhere from seven to fifteen or
more volunteers all ages. The anxiety
is gone and replaced with enthusiasm,
excitement, happiness and love.
Our journey has not been without
its share of challenges: skeptics, self
doubts, financial concerns logistics as
well as a myriad of other issues that
come with any project that is new.
Our Lakeland friends provided us
with moral support, as did our church
members and the community. When
faced with difficulties it was the
smiles of those kids that propelled us
forward and the belief that God loves
us all and He will provide.
Initially printed in the From the Field
issue of August 7, 2012.
Photographs by Jennifer Singleton
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SEPTEMBER

SPECIAL DAYS
BIRTHDAYS

2 Jim Drazdowski
3 Trent Coggins
5 Norma Barnidge
Robin Coleman
Beth Curtis
6 Tamara Dennis
Brandi Parsons
Randi Parsons
Steve Roberts
7 Ron Borders
Karen Gunter
Eliza Jane May
8 Paul Stevenson
9 Sylvia Warrick
Mickey Williamson
10 Jo Church
11 Jim Zager
12 Alex Lind

13 Frances Hatcher
14 Kymberly Parsons
15 Will Armstrong
Caitlin Kirk
16 Ellie Copeland
Stephen Sandbach
17 Nicky Balanis
Tim Pitts
19 Lucile Griffin
20 John Bennett
Charles Boatwright
Judy DeMott
Gus Elliott
Will Hanson
21 Betty Chason
Gnann Moser
Dylan Phillips

22 Mandy White
23 Monique Bajalia
Vicki Lauckhardt
Paul Leake
Jacquie Thigpen
24 Rick Coleman
Christopher Hanson
Chris May
26 Andrew Flemer
27 Jerry Puckett
28 Jeana Beeland
29 Jim Nelson
30 Bill Armstrong
Wade Coleman
Danny Mansukhani
Molly Stevenson

BAPTISMAL
ANNIVERSARIES

4 Julie Jackson
6 Pat Bradley
12 Katie Bell
Alex Elliott
17 Holly Querin
Katie Querin
20 Brooks Lovelace
22 Tyler Johnson
Katie Wisenbaker
24 Adair Pizer
27 Jerry Byrd

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

2 Jerry & Mollee Puckett
3 Richard & Debi Saeger
7 Jeff & Mandy White
Danny Mansukhani &
Karen Rainey
8 Merrill & Frances Guice
David & Caitlin Kirk
11 Jim & Tar Drazdowski
19 Grif & Lucile Griffin
22 Frank & Diane Corker
24 Jeff & Cathy Hanson

If your special day is not included in our calendar, please call
the church office at 242-5115 to let us know.

Christ Church Ongoing Projects
Adopt a Haven Family - The Haven has a special need for new or
like-new clothing and kitchen supplies (appliances, dishes, etc.)
for mothers and children moving out of the shelter. Contact
Patricia Marks (244-5159); <spmarks@bellsouth.net>.
Hungry at Home Program - Deacon Stella Clark chairs the
project in conjunction with other churches to collect backpacks
and financial support to be used to send food home on Fridays
to children in need. Volunteers to pack the bags are also needed.
(559-6159); <stellamclark@att.net>.
Sleeping Mats for Africa - Deacon Stella Clark chairs the
project in conjunction with other churches to collect plastic
shopping bags to be woven into sleeping mats. (559-6159);
<stellamclark@att.net>.

Partnership for Health Clinic Project - Diane Halim chairs this
project for donations for specific items to patients and families.
<dhollim@valdosta.edu>.

Pop Tabs - Collect pop tabs to benefit the Atlanta Ronald
McDonald Houses. Please add them to the container on the
round table in the Parish Hall. Deacon Stella Clark chairs this
project. <stellamclark@att.net>.
Toiletries Project - A project to collect unused hotel toiletries for
families at LAMP. Bring in your travel toiletries from your
summer vacations. The project needs a new coordinator.
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Fraxa Fish Fry

The fish fry at Dave and Stella Clark's "little
house" was a success with several of the Men in
Blue helping cook three kinds of fish, hush
puppies, french fries and sausage. Stella added
slaw, cheese grits, cornbread and cake. The
gathering of about 35 people raised $600 in
support of the Second Annual "Team for a Cure"
charity golf outing at Francis Lake Golf Club on
Friday, August 24. Charlie and Patty Cosey
organize the event in support of Fraxa Research
Foundation to help find a cure for Fragile X, a
disease their son Colton has. Last year the
tournament raised $14,000. This year they hope
to surpass that. Eighty-five percent of the
money will go to Fraxa and fifteen percent to
Jacob's Ladder, a horse riding group for special
needs children near Hahira.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study

Tammy Borders will be teaching a women’s
group in the parish hall on Wednesday evening
following the 6:00 p.m. worship service and supper.
This Bible study group started class sessions on
August 15th.
Contact Tammy Borders at (229) 247-5888 for
more information.

Education for Ministry (EFM)

Education for Ministry (EFM) will be offered on
Sunday afternoons starting at 4:00 p.m. Dr. Mike
Holland and Dr. Will Hanson will mentor this year’s
study. Space is still available, and all 4 years will be
taught simultaneously. The cost is $350 for this year
and includes all materials. Contact Dr. Mike Holland
at (229) 242-0577 or Dr. Will Hanson (229) 247-8952 for
more information.

Math Tutoring

Math tutoring will again be available on
Wednesday afternoons starting at 4:30 PM in Louttit
Hall and will end in time for the 6:00 PM Eucharist.
Subjects available for tutoring are Pre-Algebra and
up with no cost to participants. Anyone who needs
help is welcome to come. Jim Drazdowski, retired
math teacher, is the instructor. (229) 300-3027

Tuesday Adult Bible Study

Dr. Willa Valencia’s class will be taught in the
home of Eloise Smith at 607 Mack Drive; (229) 2424868) from 7:30 to 8:30 on Tuesday evenings,
beginning on September 4th.
Contact Dr. Willa Valencia at (229) 245-1701 for
more information.

Adult Education/Christian Formation

The first of several adult educational offerings began August 19. The class is centered around a series of
DVDs written and produced by Rob Bell. Each DVD will last approximately 12 to 15 minutes. Nooma is a series
that is designed to help us explore our world from a perspective of Jesus. Nooma is an invitation to search,
question, and join the discussion. It is geared more to a young adult audience but will give all a “different
perspective” in how we can engage the Gospel in our society. The format will be DVD and discussion. The class
meets in the front of the parish hall.
We celebrated Josie Parten’s 79th birthday at the supper after the
Wednesday night service on August 22nd. Josie and Aaron Parten and their
extended family graciously give of their time and talents to prepare a
delicious supper after our Wednesday night services. Happy Birthday,
Josie! And thanks for all the great suppers!

Photographs by
The Rev. Deacon Patricia Marks.
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Christ Church Looks Back
by Joseph A. Tomberlin

In November 1948, while the
present church building was under
construction, Zoë Coburn, Executive
Secretary-Treasurer of the Executive
Committee of the Diocese of Georgia,
and Robert G. Macks, Christ Church’s
Vestry Clerk, exchanged letters about
insurance coverage on the structure.
Miss Coburn’s point to Macks was that
it was mandatory for all church
property in the diocese to be properly
covered by insurance,“and we have no
record of any insurance [on Christ
Church] whatsoever.” Mr. Macks’s
reply assured Miss Coburn that “the
Church building is thoroughly covered
at the present time” and provided
details. In turn, toward the bottom of a
letter from Bishop Barnwell to Macks,
Miss Coburn wrote the following note:
“Thank you very much for the
information received today with
reference to insurance protection. That
was what we needed.”
Nevertheless, on April 8, 1949, Miss
Coburn wrote to Macks again seeking
“a reply to my letters to you regarding
insurance on the Church property
there.” She asserted, “it is customary
that all mission property policies be
held in this office. It is my opinion in
the case with Christ Church that
perhaps the bank has this policy but if
this is the case we must have all
information for our files.” Therefore,
Miss Coburn asked that the church
policy be sent to her, but, if the policy
were “in the hands of the bank,” she
wanted certain information, including
the “Insurance Company, number of
policy, amount and what each amount
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covers, extended coverage and
amount of premiums.” She
concluded with the statement: “We
know with you all this is being
handled correctly but our records
must show this information and I am
anxious to close my file.”
Macks reported to Miss Coburn on
April 12, 1949, that he was in
possession of “certificates of
insurance on the Church property”
and that he would forward the
documents to her “in the course of a
couple of days, as soon as one little
matter is straightened out.” He also
wrote, “The originals, as you
understand, are in the hands of the
mortgagee and must remain there
until the indebtedness is cleared.”
Miss Coburn, in her letter, had noted
that, according to her records, the
rectory at 115 West North Street was
covered for $5,000.00. Macks
confirmed that the “amount of
insurance” was correct and said, “I
will secure details thereon for you.”
On April 14th, Macks sent another
letter to Miss Coburn containing the
insurance information she had asked
for. He provided copies of two
policies on Christ Church: one from
Lumber Mutual Insurance of Boston,
Policy #137116, and one from General
Insurance Company of America,
Policy #3778C-2115. They constituted
“all the coverage taken out on the
new building of Christ Episcopal
Church, Valdosta.” Because Christ
Church’s property had been
mortgaged to borrow the money to
build the Parish Hall, “the originals of
the policies are in the hands of the
attorney for the mortgagee.” Macks
explained that each policy included

“fire and extended coverage in the
amount of $20,000.00.” Further, the
Lumber Mutual policy provided
coverage for “vandalism and malicious
mischief.” Both contained “renewal
provisions at 20% reduction for the
second through fifth years, and both
policies will pay a 15% dividend,
according to the present procedures of
the company.” Finally, he noted that
“Mr. White [the Vicar] informs me that
the Rectory policy is in your hands, so
you should have all the details you
desire there.” If Miss Coburn
answered the Macks letter, the Parish
records do not contain her response.
The exchange of letters between
Miss Coburn and Mr. Macks did not
bring an end to the discussion of
insurance between Christ Church and
the Diocese of Georgia. Slightly over
two years afterward, on June 3, 1951, as
the Vestry Minutes state, “The Vicar
exhibited a letter from Miss Coburn, of
the Bishop’s office, with a suggestion
for the rather complete revamping of
the Church insurance program. . . .”
Unfortunately, Miss Coburn’s missive
has not survived, so there is no longer
a specific record of her
recommendations about insurance.
What is clear is that the message from
Savannah exasperated Christ Church’s
vestrymen, because the Minutes of
June 3, 1951, assert that “no action was
possible without careful check.”
Consequently, the letter was turned
over to Robert Macks who was to
“investigate and make a report at [a]
special meeting to be held the
following Sunday,” which was June 10,
1951.
More on this story in the October
Vineyard.

Youth News by Stefani Carroll
Sunday School

Sunday School is off to a fantastic start! We have a great group of kids and an equally
great group of teachers. There is a board with teachers’ pictures posted in the Parish Hall:
Prek/Kindergarten: Elise Sandbach and Karen May
1st – 3rd: Ann Kasun and Stefani Carroll
4th and 5th: Jacqui Thigpen and Jane Peeples
Middle School: Susan Elliott, Cathy Hanson and Amber Tanner
High School: Molly Stevenson and Mike Tanner
Our Sunday School program takes place on Sunday mornings between 10:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Children gather
in the multipurpose room in the Gabard Christian Education Building, They receive their snack and their teachers
lead them to the room assigned to their grade level. Children who attend the 11:30 service should arrive around
10:30 a.m. and join their classes. The classes last approximately 45 minutes.
Floaters needed! Those are people to walk through the Gabard Christian Education building during the Sunday
School hour and keep an eye out in case teachers or students need anything (extra paper or supplies, a trash can, an
extra juice box, etc.). This is a great opportunity to be involved with our Sunday School classes, and a big help for
our teachers! A sign-up sheet is posted in the Parish Hall.

EYC

K-5 and Middle School EYC have also begun on Wednesday nights at 7:00. We meet in the Gabard Christian
Education building. Phyllis Hiers and Mimi Allen teach the K-5 group, and Stefani Carroll, Lauren Sandbach and
Tanner Fudge are in charge of the Middle School EYC. Everyone is welcome, and we love it when you bring friends!
The kick-off was a swim party with a pizza supper!

Fall Gathering 2012
September 14, 15, 16 at Honey Creek,
6th – 12th grades
with The Rev. Joshua Varner
of St. Patrick’s, Pooler

“If you are a dreamer”

Join us for our Fall Youth Event September 14-16. We’ll explore the dream of God for us and the world by
hearing poems of Shel Silverstein on topics ranging from gifts, to love, to peanut butter sandwiches. We’ll
also experience the wonder of the natural world and the gifts of music, worship, and play. Join us for a
great weekend!

$110 per participant in grades 6-12. Starts Friday evening at 7 p.m. and concludes Sunday at 11 a.m.
Register online at: <http://episcopaldioceseof georgiayouth.org>.
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Senior EYCers Staying Connected!
with Dan Schert and Fr. Jim and Susan Elliott

THE SENIOR HIGH ROOM HAS BEEN FUNDED!
OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO THE GENEROUS DONORS!
Our Senior High Sunday School students, EYCers and Happeners are
brainstorming on service projects in which they may participate and

contribute to our Christ Church family and surrounding
community. They were planning to have a car wash to
help raise money for their room but first wanted to do
something for others. They still want to hold a car wash
and contribute the proceeds towards the building debt.
They are exploring ideas and are enthusiastic about
serving others. This past Sunday morning they assisted
Mrs. Tomberlin and Mrs. Sandbach in moving supplies
from the Tomberlin House to the new Pre-School class
rooms! They also moved the gargantuan bean bag from
the upstairs of Louttit Hall to their new room! It was an
hilarious sight, but they enjoyed the work.
School is underway, and all are working hard to do
their best. EYC is a great stress breaker for them each
week! They love getting together, love Dr. Dan and
Father Jim, love each other and LOVE GOD!
The Happeners meet regularly on Sunday evenings
at the Stevenson's, and they are grateful for that time to
together, as well.

We ask for your prayers for our amazing young
people and appreciate everyone's support of their
programs. They are praying for you!

September 5 – Elliott; 12 – Gabard Building;
19 – Querin; 26 – Gabard Building
October 3 – Gabard Building; 10 – Elliott; 17 – Querin;
24 – Gabard Building; 31 – HALLOWEEN (TBA)
November 7 – Elliott; 14 – Gabard Building;
21 – Thanksgiving Holidays; 28 – Querin
December 5 – Elliott; 12 – Querin; 19 – Gabard
Building; 26 – Christmas Holidays

Note: Elliott = The home of The Rev. Jim and Susan
Elliott, 1112 Cloverhill Drive, Valdosta GA 31602 (229245-7930); Querin = The home of Dr. Bill and Sally
Querin, 1120 North Lakeshore Drive, Valdosta GA 31605
(229-253-0612).

Join us for Regular Services
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Holy Communion*

9:30 a.m. Holy Communion*

10:45 a.m. Christian Education*

6:00 p.m. Vespers

8:00 p.m.

Holy Communion

*Nursery Available
Wednesday: 6:00 p.m.*

Thursday: 7:00 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
1521 N. Patterson Street • Valdosta, GA 31602

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Permit No. 8
Valdosta, GA

Return Service Requested

